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REVIEWS 


Album of American History; James 1883; v.4, End of an Era; v.5, Indez. 
Truslow Adams, editor-in-chief. v. 5, Examination indicates that the pattern 
Index. 29cm. New York, Charles _ set in volume 1 of the Album is closely 
Scribner’s Sons, 1949. illus. x, 222p. followed for volumes 2, 3 and 4. 
buckram $5. ($35 the set of 5 v., The following quotation from the 
boxed; v.1-4, $7.50 each.) Regular July 1944 review is reproduced here for 
school and library discounts offered. those unfamiliar with the scope of the 

Album. 

The Album of American History is a “Since the purpose of the Album of 
pictorial story of the United States from American History is much the same as 
1492 to 1917. Volume 1 of the set was that of the Pageant of America, the two 
reviewed in Subscription Books Bul- will inevitably be compared. The 
letin, July 1944 but, because the Album Album is primarily a collection of pic- 
was incomplete, final recommendation _ tures with only the briefest explanatory 
of it as a reference book was withheld text. The Pageant is more comprehen- 
pending publication of all volumes. sive in text and scope. Each chapter 
The set as completed consists of five has an introduction; text and pictures 
volumes entitled as follows: v.1, Co- are about equal in importance. Volume 
lonial Period; v.2, 1783-1853; v.3, 1853-1 of the Pageant has a chapter on the 
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West Indies, New France, New Spain 
and the Southwest in addition to the 
subject matter included in volume 1 of 
the Album. While the Album com- 
presses everything dealing with the 
Colonial period into one volume, the 
Pageant scatters much of it through 
several volumes dealing specifically 
with art, architecture, education and 
religion, literature, commerce and in- 
dustry, and sport. . . . The majority of 
reproductions in the Album of Ameri- 
can History are clearer, and frequently 
more legible.” 

The Pageant of America contains no 
index. Volume 5 of the Album is the 
index volume to the set and its evalua- 
tion is the main purpose of this review. 

James Truslow Adams, editor-in- 
chief of Dictionary of American His- 
tory, the Atlas of American History 
and the Album of American History, 
completed work on the index imme- 
diately prior to his death in May 1949. 
This volume has 222 pages of entries, 
averaging around 65 entries per page, 
an average arrived at by counting the 
entries on ten pages chosen at random. 
The value of this full index is seen 
when one considers that there are, ac- 
cording to the publishers’ claim, over 
5000 pictures in the 1649 pages of the 
four volumes of the Album. The editors 
feel that few of the pictures have a 
single aspect and an effort has been 
made to bring out in the index all items 
of interest in a picture. The main 
entries are arranged alphabetically by 
subjects such as personal names, trade 
names, names of particular ships, loco- 
motives, buildings, streets, organiza- 
tions, titles of newspapers, magazines, 
books, etc. 

Indexing seems to have been done 
from a logical standpoint instead of 
with determination to be consistent. 
The editors have attempted simplicity 


and ease of reference in organizing sub- 
jects in the index (cf. “How to Use This 
Index,” pages vii and viii). Listings 
under a subject are often arranged 
chronologically, in many cases, alpha- 
betically, and occasionally, both ways. 
References under topics such as Light- 
ning are arranged chronologically while 
those under Colleges and Universi- 
ties are in alphabetical order. Entries 
under the cities of Philadelphia and 
Washington, D.C., are arranged al- 
phabetically by subject, name, etc., 
while entries under Richmond and San 
Francisco remain in_ chronological 
order. Some subjects have entries du- 
plicated under different arrangements, 
e.g.. Houses, Exterior (listed by ap- 
proximate date of building) followed by 
Houses, Exterior (listed alphabetically 
by name) and Indians (listed by sub- 
jects) followed by Indians (listed by 
tribes). The index also uses a category 
called “function” under the heading 
Costume, to indicate the dress of a 
slave, golfer, etc. 

While each picture has been indexed 
under its main subject and also under 
the name or subject of other items in 
the picture, cross references have been 
freely used. Thus under Transporta- 
tion, the reader is referred immedi- 
ately to Automobiles, Canals, Pack Ani- 
mals, Subway, etc. If he is interested 
in Automobiles, he will find a see also 
reference after these entries to Trucks, 
motor. 

The entries usually give date of the 
picture and an identifying phrase. The 
reader seeking a picture of a motor 
driven threshing machine finds these 
referenées: Agricultural implements: 
Thrashers: “horse-power, by David 
Flagg, 1835; . . . steam, Red River Val- 
ley, 1878... ; traction driven, 1900... ; 
all-steel, 1904... .” 

The entries are arranged two columns 





A listing in this Bulletin does not constitute a recommendation 





Juty 1950 35 





to the page. Volume numbers are given 
in bold-face Roman numerals, page 
numbers in Arabic numerals. The main 
entry words of the first and last entries 
on each page are given as guide words 
at the outer top corner of that page. 

The paper is good, the type clear. 
The indentions are well spaced to make 
the main-entry heads and subheads 
stand out. 

The Album of American History is 
recommended for home _ use, for 
libraries needing additional illustrative 
material for circulation and for refer- 
ence use in home, school and public 
libraries. Libraries will find that the 
fifth volume greatly extends the use- 
fulness of the set. 


The American Educator Encyclopedia; 
A Thoroughly Modern Work De- 
signed to Meet the Needs of Every 
Age; ed. by the late Gordon J. Laing 
and by Harry Orrin Gillet. 10 v. 
25cm. Chicago, The United Educators, 


Inc., 1949. c1919-1949. illus. ports. 
maps. diagrs. charts. drawings, fabri- 
koid $59.50; for schools and libraries, 
$49.50. | 

According to the preface and a pub- 
licity brochure, The American Educator 
Encyclopedia is intended to supply “a 
compact and reliable source of informa- 
tion” useful to many groups of adult 
readers, teachers, and students at a 
price within the reach of the average 
family and the low-budget school. It 
aims to meet the reading and interest 
levels of elementary children, young 
people, and adults. 

The encyclopedia, now in its twenty- 
fourth edition, was published under the 
title The American Educator from 1919 
to 1931 and was also sold in Canada 
during this period under the titles The 
Dominion Educator and the New Gen- 
eral Encyclopedia. It was based on the 


New Practical Reference Library (6 
volumes, 1912) which was owned by the 
original publishers of The American 
Educator. The present publisher of the 
set under review has issued the ency- 
clopedia since 1932. It was reviewed 
in Subscription Books Bulletin in Janu- 
ary 1930, April 1938; additional infor- 
mation was given in July 1942; and the 
last review appeared in the January 
1943 Bulletin. 

The Editorial Board of The Ameri- 
can Educator Encyclopedia has in- 
cluded many well-known § scholars. 
Editor of the current edition was Gor- 
don J. Laing until his death when his 
associate, Harry Orrin Gillet, assumed 
the editorship. Both were previously 
affiliated with the University of Chi- 
cago. A partial list of contributors, re- 
viewers, and revisers in the front of 
volume 1 includes the names of many 
scholars in the various fields. A spot 
check of these names in the usual 
biographical sources yielded informa- 
tion on about 40 per cent of them. The 
articles, with few exceptions, are un- 
signed and the list of contributors does 
not indicate subject or topic responsi- 
bility. 

The articles are generally brief and 
factual. The average length of each is 
15 to 20 lines. Nine point type is used. 
A few of the articles are long and com- 
prehensive such as those for Constitu- 
tion of the United States, pages 927- 
936; Language and Grammar, pages 
2011-2041; Kindergarten, pages 1948- 
1973; and United States of America, 
pages 3671-3719. Compared with the 
World Book (1947) the number of en- 
tries, exclusive of see references for the 
one letter j are 257 for the latter ency- 
clopedia and 192 for The American 
Educator. 

Topics included are of major general 
and historical importance but the set 
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lacks articles on many topics of recent 
and current note, principally biographi- 
cal. Examples of omissions noted in the 
K-Kip entries include: Henry Kaiser, 
Kamikaze, MacKinlay Kantor, Kapok, 
George Kaufman, Wilhelm Keitel, Sister 
Kenny, Rockwell Kent, and Albert 
Kesselring. 

Since 1931, the publishers claim, the 
set has undergone continuous revision. 
A check of factual statements against 
those given in other standard encyclo- 
pedias indicates a high degree of ac- 
curacy for what is given; however, 
there is a lack of up-to-dateness. 
Examples that may illustrate this point 
include the naming of three-year-old 
Florida State University as Florida 
State College for Women, the failure to 
mention Shasta Dam in the article on 
the Sacramento River, and the omis- 
sion of such currently important topics 
as Semantics and Sex Education. The 
1949 edition has more articles on sci- 
entific and industrial topics than the 
1942 edition; however, there are no 
more articles in these fields than can be 
found in other standard sets. 

The style of The American Educator 
Encyclopedia is clear and lucid but for 
the most part far too advanced to meet 
the needs of younger children. A vo- 
cabulary check by means of the Flesch 
formula indicates a general college 
level. However, accompanying some 
of the articles likely to be of interest 
to children and young people are 
“Wonder Questions” with brief para- 
graph explanations written in simple, 
direct language that is well within the 
reading range of the upper elementary 
and junior high school student. Exam- 
ples of this are found under Astronomy, 
Birds, and Physics. For many other 
topics there are outlines and questions 
without answers which are intended to 
stimulate reading. Some topics so 


treated are Botany, Butierfly, Canadian 
History, and United States of America. 
Articles relating to places generally 
have “Items of Interest” with questions 
based upon the articles. Another at- 
tempt to meet the interest level of the 
younger child is found in the insertion 
of poems, stories, study exercises, and 
handicraft directions in certain per- 
tinent articles such as Language and 
Grammar, Mythology, Story Telling, 
Kites, Drawing, Entertaining, and the 
Bible. This material and the extended 
presentations of classroom exercises 
such as Cube Root and Arithmetic may 
prove of use to beginning teachers in 
rural schools where textbooks and col- 
laterial materials are scarce. 

Illustrations are well chosen and are 
as numerous as one could expect for 
the price of the set. Those in color 
and in photography, usually bled, are 
clear and attractive but some of the 
smaller illustrations are blurred, e.g., a 
Teak Plantation. The maps are clear 
and legible and include political, eco- 
nomic, physical, and cultural features. 
Some of the maps are folded. Cross 
references are frequently used and the 
longer articles are followed by a list 
of many “Related Articles” which are 
to be consulted for additional informa- 
tion. 

A topical index resembling reading 
outlines is found in volume 10 (pages 
3953-4085). The topics are arranged 
according to the five areas of human 
experience considered to be common to 
most courses of study. These are 
Health, Human Relationships, Voca- 
tions, Science, and Recreation. Under 
each of these general headings several 
topics are briefly discussed in language 
suited, according to the Flesch for- 
mula, to the junior high school stu- 
dent, related encyclopedia articles are 
noted, and a bibliography of materials 
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of interest to the junior and senior 
high school student and the average 
adult is given. The bibliographic en- 
tries are neither dated nor annotated, 
but a check of several items indicates 
relative recency and reliability. The 
topical index is rather sparsely illus- 
trated. 

The final page of the set is devoted 
to a suggested list of 57 books to read 
for pleasure. These are classified by 
type—fiction, drama, essays and history, 
poetry anthologies, biography, and 
introduction to great literature. Neither 
the articles of the topical index nor the 
list of books for pleasure reading is 
signed, but the foreword to the topical 
index states that “numerous educators 
assisted in the planning and in the 
writing.” 

The set is sturdily bound in blue 
fabrikoid with title, guide words, 
paging, and volume number on the 
spine. End papers are attractive pic- 
torial presentations of scientific data. 
Each volume has a colored frontispiece. 
The type is well set, adequately dark 
with bold-face entries and subtopic 
headings. Running heads at the top of 
each column add to the ease of use of 
the volumes. The paper is good and 
the margins are adequate. The set is 
paged consecutively throughout. 

Although The American Educator 
Encyclopedia cannot compete with other 
major encyclopedias in inclusiveness 
and fullness, the set does contain much 
useful information in brief survey form. 
The coverage is fairly broad for topics 
of general importance in all fields. The 
volumes contain some material of 
interest to all ages. The American Edu- 
cator Encyclopedia is recommended 
therefore for school, home, and public 
library purchase in cases where the 
price of a more complete encyclopedia 
is prohibitive. 


Collier’s Encyclopedia; Frank W. Price, 
editorial director; Charles P. Barry, 
editor-in-chief. v.1-6: A-EAU. 28cm. 
New York, P. F. Collier & Son Corp., 
c1949-50. illus. ports. maps. diagrs. 
fabrikoid pre-publication price $153; 
to libraries and schools $125. _ 
This review is based on the first six 

volumes of a proposed twenty-volume 
postwar encyclopedia now being issued 
by the book-publishing subsidiary of 
the Crowell-Collier Publishing Com- 
pany, publishers of Collier’s, American 
Magazine, and the Woman’s Home 
Companion, as well as Collier’s Year 
Books. The foreword states this to be 
an entirely new encyclopedia, of com- 
prehensive coverage in readable form, 
compiled by 2000 contributors under 
the direction of 84 departmental editors. 
Advance advertising promises cover- 
age through 30,000 major headings, 
compiled from intensive search of orig- 
inal sources, and a profuseness of illus- 
tration. The Subscription Books Com- 
mittee has been informed by the pub- 
lishers that the first printing is con- 
sidered a pilot printing in order that 
correction of errors may be made as 
early as possible. 

A list of departmental editors (in- 
cluding 78 of the 84 names) with quali- 
fications, published works, and mention 
of the fields for which each is responsi- 
ble is given in volume 1, together with 
a partial list of contributors to the 
Encyclopedia with identification and 
titles of the articles they contributed. 
Every volume also has its respective 
contributors arranged alphabetically by 
initials, with brief identification. The 
qualifications of the editors and con- 
tributors appear to be excellent and, 
though primarily academic, area spe- 
cialists seem well represented. Librari- 
ans have participated in both editorial 
and contributing capacities. It was 
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noted that while most articles are 
signed with initials, some are not. 

In scope, Collier’s Encyclopedia aims, 
according to the publishers, to sys- 
tematize for the layman all the knowl- 
edge significant to English-speaking 
peoples and to serve public and college 
library needs. The organization is gen- 
erally monographic and its readability 
is average to fairly difficult. 

Four samplings (about 50 pages 
each: Au-Australian Languages; Bu- 
Bul; Cu-Cy; Du-Dz) were tabulated. 
From these 203 pages, 447 headings and 
86 see references were counted. The 
headings can be grouped into six classi- 
fications: Biological (animals, birds, 
fishes, insects, plants and reptiles), 60 
headings; Biographical (living and 
dead, ratio about 1 to 5), 161; General 
(including such topics as Audio-Visual 
Aids, Audition, Curriculum, etc.), 59; 
Geographical, 117; Institutional (cathe- 
drals, colleges and universities, govern- 
ment offices and buildings, etc.), 18; 
Special (chemical elements, historical 
incidents, literary subjects, minerals, 
mythology), 32. 

Geographical articles for the larger 
and more important areas include: 
Topography, Geology, Minerals, Cli- 
mate, Soils, Flora, Fauna, Population, 
Government and Ethnology, Economic 
Resources and Activities, Social and 
Cultural Activities, History. 

Biography is objective and imper- 
sonal, with major emphasis on achieve- 
ment and contribution rather than on 
the intimate or familiar. There is an 
excellent coverage of persons of both 
national and international prominence. 
Exclusion of some persons of merit 
seems unfortunate, e.g., Shalom Asch, 
William Booth, A. H. Compton, K. T. 
Compton, Will Durant, etc. Famous 
literary works are given specific entries 
under original or vernacular title (Rus- 


sian excepted). Author’s works are 
sometimes given separate treatment 
under specific name, e.g., Divina Com- 
media, La, and sometimes mentioned or 
characterized in the biographical article 
—e.g., under the heading, Dante Ali- 
ghieri, and subdivision, Writings, ten 
paragraphs are devoted to The Divine 
Comedy which is, unfortunately, not 
cross-referenced from or to the title 
article. The index proposed for volume 
20 may take care of this defect. 

Monographie articles are generally 
full, well written and clear. However, 
some subjects such as Art are not 
treated, and Botany and Botany, Eco- 
nomic have brief (2 and 12 paragraphs 
respectively) treatment although there 
are 16 cross references to related head- 
ings. Suitable articles have up-to-date 
emphases on the war and postwar as- 
pects, e.g., Bikini; British Colonial Em- 
pire. Some military and naval subjects 
included are Antiaircraft Defense; and 
Ballistics. Controversial subjects have 
unbiased and representative considera- 
tion, e.g., Birth Control; Capitalism; 
Comics; Communist Party, United 
States. Various scientific subjects re- 
ceive proper treatment, e.g., Black 
Widow Spider. Bibliographies will be 
grouped together in volume 20. 

The arrangement is a consistent let- 
ter-by-letter alphabet. At least before 
the index appears, careful checking and 
thorough searching will be required by 
the average user for phrase headings, 
headings made up of initials, and royal 
forenames. A number of the mono- 
graphic headings, e.g., Architectural 
Styles; Architectural Terms; Card 
Games; Communities, Co-operative, 
etc., have subheadings which are cross- 
referenced. The bold type used for 
headings on the two-columned page 
and the type used throughout are good. 





A listing in this Bulletin does not constitute a recommendation 





n 
va 


ee ee ee ee ee ee on | 


ae” ae ee ee lll 


‘-— YW ' 


— ws 





Jury 1950 39 








Pronunciation is based on the Inter- 
national Phonetic Alphabet. 

The majority of subject headings are 
simple and direct proper and common 
nouns. Compound and phrase headings 
are frequent, with inverted headings 
used less frequently. Adjectival head- 
ings were noted for some subjects, e.g., 
American Drama; American Painting; 
American Revolutionary Period. Some 
headings are not sufficiently exact, e.g., 
Cave Art; Changes in Matter; Com- 
pulsory Education Laws; Dedication of 
Churches; Deutschland, ein Winter- 
marchen. Some headings represent new 
developments and concepts, e.g., Atomic 
Weapons; Child Accounting; Comin- 
form. 

It is difficult to judge the adequacy of 
cross references because that will de- 
pend largely on the comprehensiveness 
and accuracy of the index. Since the 
advance advertising claims that “more 
than 400,000 subjects will be revealed 
by the index” this aid should greatly 
benefit where cross references are lack- 
ing but desirable, where inaccuracies in 
cross references are evident, and where 
specific data are hidden in longer mono- 
graphic articles. Many see references 
need qualifying subdivisions, and some 
improvement was noted in the later 
volumes. It appears that many refer- 
ences from initials are lacking, e.g., 
C.1.0.; and some references are unnec- 
essary, e.g., Der Ring des Nibelungen 
and Der Rosenkavalier filed under Der. 
Some errors are noted between see ref- 
erences and text. The following ap- 
pears: American Association of Univer- 
sity Professors see University Profes- 
sors, American Association of. The u 
volume has not been examined and the 
reference may be in order although 
one wonders why an article about an 
organization is not under its proper 
name rather than under the name in- 


verted. In volume 2, however, there is 
an article under Association of Univer- 
sity Professors, American to which no 
reference is made under the associa- 
tion’s proper name. The heading Azer- 
baijani Turks, see Asiatic Tribes should 
be subdivided—Asiatic Tribes: Ural- 
Altaic: Turkic. See also references 
seem poorly developed; however, the 
index may remedy this problem. 

For the completed set the publishers 
claim 96 full-page four-color plates, 126 
maps, and 10,000 black-and-white illus- 
trations, charts and graphs. Selection 
and reproduction of the illustrations 
accompanying the text are generally 
adequate though sometimes undistin- 
guished. Some articles are inappropri- 
ately without illustrations, e.g., Adver- 
tising, and the caption to the photograph 
accompanying Arizona “an open pit 
copper mine is worked at Tucson, Ari- 
zona” is inaccurate since there is no 
copper mine within a hundred miles of 
Tucson. Some of the colored plates are 
good but some, e.g., the glacier scene 
accompanying the article, Alaska, are 
muddy. Some plates are poorly located; 
the plate on Camouflage is placed with 
the article on Color rather than with 
the article on Camouflage, and Botti- 
celli’s “The Adoration of the Magi,” is 
placed in alphabetical location for 
Adoration rather than appropriately 
with Botticelli under which there is no 
reference to the plate. The bird and 
animal plates are excellent. 

The four-color maps are produced 
by Rand McNally & Company, and are 
political in concept, with topographic 
and hydrographic features as well as 
special points of interest indexed on the 
verso; principal railroads are red lined. 
The scale is represented in both statute 
miles and kilometers. The maps carry 
no copyright date and are evidently es- 
sentially the same maps that appear in 
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the Rand McNally Cosmopolitan World 
Atlas, reviewed in the April 1950 Sub- 
scription Books Bulletin. On the whole, 
they are an improvement over the maps 
to be found in most other encyclopedias. 
Tables, charts and diagrams are rela- 
tively few in the first six volumes; more 
diagrammatic representations would 
have modernized and increased the ref- 
erence value of this work. The popula- 
tion figures in the text are those of the 
1940 census for the U.S. locales, and 
vary widely (1931-47) for others. 

The volumes are attractively and 
sturdily bound in black fabrikoid, 
stamped in gold and red and are strong- 
ly reinforced at the hinges. The paper is 
a semi-gloss coated stock which results 
in relatively heavy volumes. The text 
is printed in 10 point Granjon. The 
margins are average. 

Collier's Encyclopedia volumes 7 to 
12 have also been received, and when 
the succeeding volumes have been ex- 
amined, a final appraisal will be made. 
For this reason the Committee’s cus- 
tomary evaluative statement will be 
withheld until the completed set is 
available. 


The Modern Wonder Book of Knowl- 
edge; comp. under the editorship of 
Norman Carlisle, Arnold Romney, 
and Geoffrey Mott-Smith. 25cm. 
Philadelphia, John C. Winston Co. 
c1949. 690p. illus. cloth $4.95. 

The jacket subtitle describes this as 
“A one volume encyclopedia explaining 
the miracles of modern science, inven- 
tion and industry, and the wonders of 
nature. A library in one volume.” The 
forward says it is “designed to present 
the salient facts about the physical uni- 
verse and modern civilization and to 
answer the questions most frequently 
asked about natural phenomena, science 
and technology.” 


This book is evidently a version of 
Wonder Book of Knowledge, first pub- 
lished in 1917 under the editorship of 
Henry Chase Hill by the American In- 
dustries Bureau. Taken over by the 
Winston Company, it continued under 
the same editorship but under a 
changed title beginning in 1930: New 
Wonder Book of Knowledge. New edi- 
tions of this title were copyrighted 
nearly every year until 1944. The 1934 
edition, edited and revised by Will H. 
Johnston, was reviewed in the July 
1935 issue of Subscription Books Bulle- 
tin. The book itself gives no clue to this 
editorial history either in the foreword 
or on the jacket, but appears to be a 
completely new work. 

The volume, not an “encyclopedia” in 
the usual sense, is composed of 52 chap- 
ters called “stories” which cover the 
following general fields: the physical 
universe, natural resources, power, 
structures, manufactures, communica- 
tion, transportation, applied arts, and 
specific inventions and discoveries. For 
example, The Story of Atomic Energy, 
Electrical Power, Rockets, and Jet Pro- 
pulsion are included in the field of 
power. Several chapters tell the story 
of specific inventions and discoveries 
(The Story of the Telescope, Micro- 
scope, X-Rays, Radar, Airships, Heli- 
copter, Gyroscope, Diesel Engines, Farm 
Machinery, Submarine, Wonder Drugs, 
Ice Refrigeration, etc.). 

For the most part, material is loosely 
organized and written in a popular 
style with questions introducing the 
various aspects of the subject. For 
example, The Story of Ice Refrigeration 
is treated under such questions as 
“How was food preserved in ancient 
times?” and “When did ice harvesting 
begin?” Chapters and their subdivi- 
sions are unsigned. Some material is 
reprinted in part from Westinghouse 
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science popularizations. It was noted 
that seven chapters consist chiefly of 
pictures with captions, for example, 
The Story of Airlines, and that some 
questions answered within the chapters 
are so sketchy and vague as to be of 
little value to the reader, e.g., “Is color 
television possible?” However, such 
stories as the chapter on printing seem 
quite well organized and informative. 

In comparison with the 1934 edition, 
the volume is completely reset and has, 
on the whole, excellent, new photo- 
graphs and diagrams, nearly one to’a 
page. Twenty-five chapters are new 
(The Story of Atomic Energy, Elec- 
tronics, Radar, etc.); 26 are consider- 
ably revised. In many cases, the 1934 
material was merely a question and an 
answer (The Story of X-Ray, Gyro- 
scope, Lightning, Diesel Engine). 

A study made of the hundreds of 
miscellaneous questions and answers in 
the 1934 edition reveals that most of 
them have been dropped and some of 
the material has been organized into 
chapters. About forty questions and 
answers were retained and used where 
space was left at the end of the chap- 
ters: only six of the questions were 
found to occur at the end of a.chapter 
on the same subject (“What is an 
eclipse?” at the end of The Story of the 
Stars); twelve, might better have been 
dropped as they do not seem related to 
the book (“Why is the South Called 
Dixie?”); ten, should logically have 
been put in other more appropriate 
chapters (“Where is the deepest pe- 
troleum well?” with The Story of Oil 
rather than Minerals). 

All except one of the questions could 
de located through the index. The in- 
jex gives inclusive paging and seems 
complete and detailed. See and see also 
references appear in the index; no cross 
references were found in the chapters 


themselves or in the questions and 
answers which follow the chapters. 
Information is written in a popular 
and simplified style and, although ap- 
parently accurate, does not attempt the 
logical coverage or explanation, as 
claimed on the book jacket, of a topic 
such as would occur in an encyclopedia 
article, e. g., The Story of Radio. The 
book can, therefore, be recommended 
for browsing by the layman and young 
reader, but not as a reference tool. 


Webster’s Geographical Dictionary; A 
Dictionary of Names of Places, With 
Geographical and Historical Informa- 
tion and Pronunciations. . . . 25.5cm. 
Springfield, Mass., G. & C. Merriam 
Co., c1949. xxxi, 1293p. tables. maps. 
buckram, thumb-indexed $8.50. 


Webster’s Geographical Dictionary is 
a hand-sized quick reference tool. The 
book jacket and advertising claim more 
than 40,000 entries and 177 maps, and 
coverage for all the world’s important 
places including continents, oceans, 
countries, colonies, states, cities, islands, 
mountains, rivers, lakes, canals, deserts, 
waterfalls, dams, parks, volcanoes, 
capes, bays, gulfs, passes, straits and 
archipelagoes. These are not restricted 
to present-day names but include some 
information since Biblical times. 

This work was planned by the regular 
Editorial Board of G. & C. Merriam 
Company and might be considered a 
companion to that firm’s recent Web- 
ster’s Biographical Dictionary. Initial 
plans in the preparation of the book 
were carried out under the direction of 
William Allan Neilson as chairman with 
four other editors, Robert C. Munroe, 
John P. Bethel, Lucius H. Holt and 
Everett E. Thompson, and with the help 
of 32 language consultants primarily 
from universities of the United States. 
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Many outside sources were consulted 
for special material. Maps were pre- 
pared by the J. W. Clement Company 
of Buffalo, New York, from copy sup- 
plied by the editors. 

Following the preface, two pages of 
“Explanatory Notes” clarify arrange- 
ment in general as well as alphabetizing, 
syllabication and pronunciation, cross 
references and abbreviations used. The 
usual “Guide to Pronunciation” of a 
dictionary follows, but is clearly modi- 
fied to take care of the many foreign 
languages represented through a list 
of description of sounds. Six pages of 
“Geographical Terms” in columns give 
term, language source and English 
equivalent. One and a half pages ex- 
plaining “Maps and Map Projection” 
conclude the preliminary text. Ampli- 
fying the latter on both sets of the 
lining papers are duplicate illustrations 
of six “Map Projections.” A quick 
“Pronunciation Key” is on the verso 
of the front and recto of the back lining 
paper. 

Preceding the main alphabet are two 
double-spread world maps in black and 
white, using Mercator and Azimuthal 
Equidistant projections. At the end of 
the book are 24 colored maps, half 
representing historical changes since 
Biblical times, and half showing major 
land areas today. Throughout the text 
are over 150 black-and-white small- 
scale maps including one of each of the 
48 states. “These maps, designed to 
complement the text matter, are not 
intended as a substitute for the more 
detailed maps to be found in a large- 
scale atlas.”—Preface. 

The main section of the book, the 
alphabetically arranged “Dictionary of 
Names of Places,” is logically organized 
and well planned typographically. De- 
tails given for entries include: pronun- 
ciation, location, area, population, po- 


litical status, geographical and physical 
description, and economic and historical 
data where pertinent. Liberal use of 
abbreviations and figures permits the 
inclusion of much information in a small 
space. According to the preface, United 
States and Canadian incorporated places 
of 1500 population and over are in- 
cluded; in the British Isles, cities of 
5000 and over; in Japan, those of 25,000 
and over, etc. It is understandable that 
such notable spots as Greenfield Village 
are omitted; yet exceptions are made in 
order to include, for example, such 
towns as are county seats despite size, 
and notable locales of the last war, 
such as Bosnek, a tiny village on Biak 
island. Since the stated purpose of this 
tool is to serve the general user in 
English-speaking countries, some facts 
of historical or other special interest 
are included, despite restrictions as to 
size of population. The average entry 
occupies three or four lines on the two- 
columned page; although usually from 
one to three items on a page run to a 
dozen lines. In some instances space 
varying from a column to a page is 
devoted to one place. T-.ese include: 
continents, major countries (Italy, Ger- 
many), states with their county tabula- 
tions, and a few large cities (London, 
New York). A special feature under 
United States is the tabulated informa- 
tion for states, territories and posses- 
sions; dams and reservoirs; and national 
monuments and parks. 

As a check on accuracy and fullness 
of detail, 76 library school students* 
examined the dictionary for entries of 
six places with which each was thor- 
oughly familiar. Tabulation of their 
valid criticisms brings out these points: 
(1) While last official census figures 


*Reference students of the School of Library 
Science, Western Reserve University, under the 
direction of Helen M. Focke. 
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(1940) are cited in most cases, enough 
exceptions are noted in available census 
estimates to make the out-dated figures 
regrettable. (2) Excellence of pronun- 
ciation is noted, especially in difficult 
cases such as Willamette, Yakima, 
Gallipolis, and Staunton, Va. (3) Errors 
in description lie most frequently in 
notation of long-dead industries (Lan- 
caster, Ohio no longer has a shoe in- 
dustry, nor has Jersey Shore, Pennsyl- 
vania, a silk mill). (4) Unaccountable 
omissions included more physical fea- 
tures than towns or political areas 
(omissions noted are Presque Isle 
Peninsula off Erie, Pennsylvania; Cache 
la Poudre River, Colorado; Buckeye 
Lake, Ohio). (5) Errors do occur, but 
are few (Manhattan College is in the 
Bronx, not Manhattan; Heidelberg at 
Tiffin, Ohio, is a college, not a univer- 
sity). (6) An unevenness is apparent 
as to which colleges are included or 
omitted in civic descriptions and what 
industries receive note. The immensity 
of the work and numbers of authorities 
consulted make the variation in treat- 
ment readily understandable and not 
of great relative importance. 

The table of contents is brief but 
enumerates colored map plates. Fre- 
quency of cross references from alterna- 
tive names and spellings is a well-de- 
served point of pride with the editors 
(Christiania, former name of Oslo; 
Cracow see Krakéw). References 
abound also for tabular entries (Tippe- 
canoe County.... See Table at Indiana). 

The volume is bound in a good quality 
buckram but lacks desirable reinforce- 
ment at the hinges. The paper is light- 
weight but satisfactorily opaque. The 
type prints clearly despite its small size. 

The most nearly comparable work is 
Lippincott’s Complete Pronouncing Ga- 
zetteer or Geographical Dictionary of 
the World, edited by Angelo and Louis 


Heilprin, last copyrighted in 1931. En- 
tries in Lippincott, although much 
greater in number, are frequently 
briefer, but like Webster’s are very 
wide in coverage of physical detail. 
Most information in Webster’s is con- 
siderably more recent. 

In spite of some unevenness in the 
accuracy and completeness of economic 
and historical data, the convenience of 
size, relative up-to-dateness, accuracy 
in pronunciation achieved through di- 
rect correspondence with persons of 
authority in the places treated, and 
extensiveness of information despite 
brief space, are all points of special 
excellence. Webster's Geographical 
Dictionary is recommended. 


Who’s Who in America; a Biographical 
Dictionary of Notable Living Men 
and Women; rev. and reissued bi- 
ennially. v.26, 1950-1951, two years. 
26.5cm. Chicago. The A. N. Marquis 
Co., 1950. c1899-1950. 3347p. cloth 
$14.10. 

Who’s Who in America has been pub- 
lished biennially since 1899, with the 
exception of the three years, 1903-1905, 
covered by volume 3. The present edi- 
tion is the largest to date. The pub- 
lishers have announced that there is a 
total of 46,729 sketches, 9615 of which 
have appeared in no other edition. This 
total is an increase of 5535 entries over 
the previous edition. 

Who’s Who in America is wide in 
scope, with a two-fold basis of selection: 
“(1) those selected on account of special 
prominence in creditable lines of effort, 
making them the subjects of extensive 
interest, inquiry or discussion; and, (2) 
those included arbitrarily on account of 
official position—civil, military, naval, 
religious or educational.” Class 1 is 
international in application. We read in 
the introductory section, “ ‘American’ 
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does not apply only to those technically 
Americans because of allegiance to one 
of the twenty-one Republics of Amer- 
ica, but as well to citizens of Canada 
and the other associated or contiguous 
Pan American areas, and as well those 
overseas, who are, in the Editors’ esti- 
mation, subject to American reference 
interest.” Since today all countries fall 
within American reference interest, 
Who’s Who in America takes the world 
as its field, with greatest emphasis on 
the people in the United States. Class 2 
includes only those from or living in the 
United States, although many names in 
each class fall naturally into both. The 
foregoing policy, set forth by the edi- 
tors, is found upon examination of the 
book to have been consistently followed. 

The sketches generally include occu- 
pation, place and date of birth, paren- 
tage, education, marriage, children, po- 
sitions held, organization and club 
membership, books published, and post- 
al address. They vary in length from 
two lines, where presumably no details 
have been supplied, to half a column or 
more. Length of article is not neces- 
sarily a guide to the importance of the 
biographee, but rather to the variety of 
his activities. The biographies are writ- 
ten in the usual concise, condensed 
biographical dictionary style. 

Since there is no other biographical 
dictionary with a similar scope and 
policy it is difficult to check Who’s 
Who in America with comparable works. 
It is the standard reference work in its 
field and has no serious competitors 
with its special emphasis and viewpoint. 
A comparison was made with the Amer- 
ican names in the letters d and r of the 
Current Biography cumulative index 
1940-48 and 1949. This examination in- 
dicated that the large majority of the 
names listed appear also in Who’s Who 
in America. Those omitted are, on the 


whole, comparatively young people who 
have appeared in the news during the 
decade. For names other than Ameri- 
can, it was compared with the Political 
Handbook of the World for 1949. Of 
the 62 countries in the main alphabet 
of the Handbook, the president or prime 
minister, or both, appeared in Who’s 
Who in America for all but four. 

While the new edition shows every 
evidence of careful revision there are 
omissions and slips that should not be 
found in a work of this caliber. Three 
of the Nobel prize winners of 1948 and 
1949 are omitted, one Swiss, one Por- 
tuguese, one English. Franco of Spain 
is not listed although both the President 
and Premier of Portugal appear. Mrs. 
LaFell Dickinson is entered also under 
Dickinson, Lucy Jennings. 

This edition of Who’s Who in America 
has the familiar appearance and make- 
up of other editions although it is slight- 
ly heavier than volume 25. Due to 
printing troubles which are explained 
in an introductory page of the book, 
the publishers were forced to change 
their plans while the book was in press. 
Both letterpress and offset-lithography 
are used. Unevenness is not so apparent 
in type as in alternate light and dark 
sections of the book where ink varies. 
The margins vary in width and are 
often so narrow that rebinding or even 
trimming of outer edges will be dif- 
ficult. For library reference use this 
edition could be handled more easily if 
it had been published in two volumes. 

Besides the main alphabet, there are 
several useful and interesting features. 
Among these are two and a half pages 
of abbreviations and a vocational analy- 
sis which shows that college professors 
are the most numerous group and that 
general business executives form the 
next largest listing. An addendum of 
40 pages consists principally of two 
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types of material: new listings or re- 
vised sketches received too late to go 
in their regular place and corrections 
and changes caused by the death of 
persons listed. The publishers have is- 
sued a monthly supplement to each 
volume of Who’s Who in America since 
1939. A useful index to the supple- 
ments for January 1948 through Decem- 
ber 1949 follows the addendum, and is 
in turn followed by the Who’s Who in 
America Board of Editors’ citations for 
educational philanthropy. 

The “Geographical Index” which used 
to be a useful feature of this work has 
been omitted again, because of printing 
difficulties. It may be obtained free on 
request. With it has been keyed a new 
feature, the “Vocational Index.” 

Who’s Who in America is a reference 
tool which successfully maintains a 
very high standard. Because of its 
accuracy, breadth of scope and general 
reference utility, it is recommended for 
libraries. 


NOTE 


Requests have been made to the 
Committee for information on The 
Modern World Wide Atlas, published by 
The Geographical Publishing Company, 
621-631 South Plymouth Court, Chi- 
cago, Illinois. The Committee requested 
review copies of the Atlas from the 


publisher in October 1949. The pub- 
lisher replied that a second printing 
was in process and that copies could 
not be submitted “for some little time.” 
Letters concerning review copies were 
sent again to The Geographical Pub- 
lishing Company in February and April 
of this year. The company president 
responded in May to the latter request 
by stating that The Modern World Wide 
Atlas was currently being revised pre- 
paratory to the new census and that the 
book was temporarily out of stock. 
Production problems of the Company, 
he revealed, had been complicated by 
a recent move from Chicago to De Kalb, 
Illinois. The publishers doubt that they 
will have anything to show the Com- 
mittee until after the completion of the 
census. A review of another inexpensive 
atlas is scheduled for the October issue 
of the Bulletin. 





ERMISSION to quote a review in full 

is granted only to the publisher of 
the work reviewed. Permission to 
quote a review in part must be ob- 
tained from the American Library 
Association. Publishers of books or 
sets recommended herein wishing to 
refer to the Subscription Books Com- 
mittee’s appraisal of their work should 
avoid such statements as “Recom- 
mended (or endorsed) by the A.L.A.” 
Such a statement falsely implies ac- 
tion on the part of the Association. 











BETTER BUSINESS BUREAUS 


The following list, brought up to date 
by the National Better Business Bureau, 
Inc., New York City, in April of this 
year, is published for the convenience 
of Subscription Books Bulletin sub- 
scribers. Better Business Bureaus fre- 
quently have information about pub- 


lishers and the books they sell and are 
also glad to receive information con- 
cerning them and to investigate sales 
practices. Librarians by consulting Bet- 
ter Business Bureaus can often obtain 
information not available from their 
State Library Extension Agencies or 
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from American Library Association 
Headquarters. (To save space, the of- 
ficial title of the Better Business Bu- 
reaus has been omitted but letters ad- 
dressed to the following will reach 
proper destinations. Numerals within 
parentheses are postal zone numbers.) 


Akron, Onto (8), 5 E. Buchtel Bldg. 

ALBUQUERQUE, NEw Mexico, Sunshine 
Bldg. 

AmarILLo, Texas, 120 E. 7th St. 

Attanta, Georcra (3), Volunteer Bldg. 

BAKERSFIELD, CALIFORNIA, c/o Chamber 
of Commerce, 1701 Chester Ave. 

BaAttTmmorE, Marytanp (1), 330 N. 
Charles St. 

BENTON Harsor, Micnican, c/o Cham- 
ber of Commerce, Box 693 

BrncHamTon, New York, c/o Chamber 
of Commerce, 66 Chenango St. 

Boston, MASSACHUSETTS (11), 52 
Chauncy St. 

Burrato, New York (2), Liberty Bank 
Bldg. 

CuartotTTe, NortH Carouina (2), Wilder 
Bldg. 

Cutcaco, Inurnors (3), 14 E. Jackson 

Crncrnnatt, Onto (2), 144 W. Fourth St. 

CLEVELAND, Onto (15), Hanna Bldg. 

Cotumsus, Onto (15), 193 E. Broad St. 

Datuas, Texas (1), 2208 Main St. 

Dayton, Onto (2), 509 Keith Bldg. 

Des Mornss, Iowa (9), Insurance Ex- 
change Bldg. 

Detroit, Micuican (26), Transportation 
Bldg. 

Fort Wayne, InpIANA (2), Central Bldg. 

Fort Worth, Texas (2), Burk Burnett 
Bldg. 

Granp Rapips, MicuHican (2),c/o Cham- 
ber of Commerce, 29-33 Pearl St., 
N.W. 

Haurrax, Nova Scorta, CanapA, Queen 
Bldg. 

Hamiiton, Outro, c/o Merchants Asso- 
ciation, Inc., First National Bank 


Bldg. 

HartrorD, Connecticut (3), 190 Trum- 
bull St. 

Honotvutu, Hawa (2), P. O. Box 3078. 

Houston, Texas (2), 8174 Main St. 

HuntTINGTON, West Vircrnia (11), 916 
Fifth Ave. 

INDIANAPOLIS, 
Bldg. 

Kansas Crty, Missouri 
Avenue Bldg. 

Lima, Onto, 212 N. Elizabeth St. 

Lincotn, Nesraska (8), Continental 
Bldg. 

Lone Beacn, Cauirornia (2), Heariwell 
Bldg. 

Los ANGELES, CALIFoRNIA (14), Lincoln 
Bldg., 742 S. Hill St. 

LouISsvILLE, Kentucky (2), Washington 
Bldg. 

Marion, Outro, c/o Chamber of Com- 
merce, 118 N. State St. 

Memputs, TENNESSEE, Falls Bldg. 

MILWAUKEE, Wisconsin (3), 712 N. 
Sixth St. 

MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA (2), North 
American Life & Casualty Bldg. 

MONTREAL, QueEBEC, CANADA, 660 St. 
Catherine St., West. 

New Orteans, Louisiana (16), Audu- 
bon Bldg. 

New York Crry, New York (17), Na- 
tional Better Business Bureau, Inc., 
405 Lexington Ave. 

New York Criry, New York (7), Better 
Business Bureau of New York City, 
Inc., 280 Broadway. 

NorFo.k, Vircrnta (10), Selden Arcade. 
NorRISTOWN, PENNSYLVANIA, c/o Cham- 
ber of Commerce, Curren Arcade. 
OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA (12), 1610 Harri- 

son St. 

OxtaHoma City, OxtaHoma (2), 301 
Hightower Bldg. 

Omana, NesraskKa (2), Redick Tower 
Bldg. 


Inptana (4), Lemcke 


(6), Grand 
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Ortawa, Ontario, CanapA, 102 Bank St. 

Peoria, Intrnots (2), Lehmann Bldg. 

PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA (3), 1417 
Sansom St. 

PHoentrx, Artzona, Adams Hotel Bldg. 

PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA (22), Oliver 
Bldg. 

PorTLAND, Marne (3), 142 Free St. 

PorTLAND, OrEGON (5), Park Bldg. 

PROVIDENCE, RuopE Istann (3), 
Weybosset St. 

QUEBEC, QuEBEC, CanapA, 71 St. Peter 
St. 

Reno, Nevapa, c/o Nevada Retail Mer- 
chants Association, 307 Byington. 
RIcHMOND, Virctnia (19), Central Na- 

tional Bank Bldg. 

ROANOKE, Vircrnia (11), 
American Bank Bldg. 

RocHesTteR, New York (4), 
Tower Bldg. 

SACRAMENTO, Catrrornia (6), 1005 J St. 

Sr. Louis, Missourt (1), Arcade Bldg. 

San Antonio, Texas (5), c/o Vigilance 
Committee, Commerce Bldg. 

San Dreco, Catrrornia (1), Spreckles 
Bldg. 

San Francisco, Carrrornra (8), 420 
Sutter St. 

San Jose, Cauirornia (20), 
Bldg. 

Santa ANA, CALIForRNIA, c/o Business 
Men’s Association, 51442 N. Main St., 
P. O. Box 26. 

Santa BarsBara, CALIForNIA, 14 E. Car- 
rillo St. 

ScHenectapy, New York (5), 246 State 
St. 


248 


Colonial- 


Sibley 


Porter 


ScRANTON, PENNSYLVANIA (3), Chamber 
of Commerce Bldg. 

SHrREvePorT, Lours1ana (24), First Na- 
tional Bank Bldg. 

Souts Beno, Inprana (7), c/o Associa- 
tion of Commerce, 107 N. Main St. 
SPOKANE, WASHINGTON (8), 725 First 

Ave. 

SPRINGFIELD, MASSACHUSETTS (3), 1275 
Main St. 

SPRINGFIELD, Missourt, Landers Bldg. 

Srocxton, Catrrornia (5),322 E. Weber 
Ave. 

Syracuse, New York (2), 351 S. War- 
ren St. 

Tacoma, WASHINGTON (2), Tacoma Bldg. 

Terre Haute, Inprana, c/o Chamber of 
Commerce, 629 Cherry St. 

ToLepo, Onto (4), Commerce Bldg. 

Toronto, OntTarro, CANADA, 350 Bay St. 

Tutsa, OxtaHoma (3), 109-A E. Third 
St. 

Utica, New York (2), 8 Elizabeth St. 

VANCOUVER, British CoLtumstrA, CANADA, 
789 W. Pender St. 

Wasaincton, D. C. (4), Evening Star 
Bldg. 

WHEELING, West Vircrnta, c/o Ohio 
Valley Board of Trade, Board of 
Trade Bldg. 

Wicuita, Kansas (2), c/o Chamber of 
Commerce, Beacon Bldg. 

WrnnirPec, Manrrosa, CanapA, 438 Main 
St. 

WorcEsTER, Massacuusetrs (8), 32 
Franklin St. 

Youncstown, Ouro (3), Union National 
Bank Bldg. 
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